
Benjamin Broadcast 

Dear Benjamin Families, 

We continue to celebrate our 

10th Anniversary!  Recently, staff 

members painted this Bears logo 

together.  It’s hard to believe our 

first 5th grade class members are 

sophomores in college! 

March brings with it the start of 

some of our state assessments.  

5th graders will be taking the 

Illinois Science Assessment (ISA) 

before the start of spring break, 

and all 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders 

will be taking the Illinois Assess-

ment of Readiness (IAR) when we 

return from break.  Please help 

your child to be best prepared by 

having them get a good night of 

rest and a healthy breakfast each 

morning.  These assessment are a 

great opportunity for students to 

show all they have been learning 

already this year. 

Thank you for your support of 

Business Bears!  We were able to 

raise $2,362.78 for our sensory 

paths! 

We hope your family has a won-

derful and restful Spring Break! 

Please contact our office 

at (309)557-4410 if you 

have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Marlys Bennington-

benninmm@unit5.org 

Happy 10th Anniversary, Benjamin Elementary! 
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Inside this issue: 

Thank you to 
those who com-
pleted the 5Es-

sentials Survey!  
We appreciate 
your feedback.  

Congratulations 
to Shannon 

Kline, who was 
our drawing 
winner from 

those who let us 
know they had 
completed the 

survey! 

 
Wednesdays are 

designated as Spirit 

Wear Days.  Students & 

staff may wear 

Benjamin Bear clothing 

or orange & black. 

Kindergarten Pre-Registration - March 10th - 8:30 & 1:00 

Pre-registration for all 2020-21 kindergarten students will be held at Benjamin on Tuesday, 

March 10, 2020 at 8:30am and 1:00 pm. You may attend either session, but be sure to ar-

rive right at the start time. Students must be 5 years of age on or before September 1, 2020, 

to attend kindergarten this fall.  Pre-registration numbers are important, as they help to de-

termine how many sections of kindergarten we will plan to have next year.  Please bring a 

copy of your child’s birth certificate and any kindergarten dental, physical, and immuniza-

tion records that you may have, as well as proof of residency. Please bring your future kin-

dergarten student with you, if you can. Your child will have an opportunity to meet some 

of the kindergarten teachers, meet other future kindergartners, and participate in some 

learning activities.  To start the process, go to the Unit 5 website and click on the Students 

& Parents tab, and click on registration information.  Then click on and complete the 

Kindergarten Registration Intake Form. 

If you are unable to attend either session on March 10th, please call the school office at 

557-4410.  Please share this information with neighborhood families who do not currently 

Benjamin Carnival ~ Friday, April 3rd ~ 5:00-8:30pm 

The PTO will be hosting the Benjamin Carnival, which will be Friday, April 3rd from 5:00 

- 8:30 pm – this year’s theme is Backyard BBQ!   

Carnival is a night of great entertainment for the students as we transform the school 
into a fun-filled mecca of games, inflatables, face painting, activities and more!  Carnival 
is PTO’s biggest fundraiser of the year and your support will help make it a great suc-
cess! 



 

 

Yearbooks 

Yearbooks will be sold online through 

March.  Yearbooks are hardback 

books with color photos.  They will 

arrive in May.  If you are interested in 

having a yearbook, it is better to buy 

now.  We only order a few extras, and 

they sell out immediately in May. 
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Inside Mornings 

We will continue to be inside 

each morning before school 

starts until warmer weather 

returns in the spring.  Please 

have your child pack a 

couple of books, drawing 

paper, or other quiet 

learning activity in their 

backpack.  Students may 

also talk quietly (voice level 

1) with those directly around 

them. 

Reminders for Parents & Students 

 Collections and toys should stay at home; This in-
cludes Pokemon cards, stuffed animals, etc... 

 Phones and Smart Watches should be off and in 
backpacks on school grounds; no video taping or 
photos should be taken on school 
grounds 

 Thanks for being great leaders;  Keep 
up the great work!! 

 Kind words are important and can 
help make it a great day for everyone! 

Benjamin Elementary PTO 

Have you taken the time to down-
load the new Box Top App?  It is 
easy and fast and saves you (and 
the PTO) lots of time from clipping, 
bagging and mailing all of that pa-
per!! This is a win/win for every-
one! Please download the app to-
day….those $.10 rebates add up 
SUPER FAST! Happy Shopping! 
I found this video to explain how 

it works which might be helpful 

to include in the school 

blast: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=Hh94b2BvFK4 

Evans Junior High will be having their 6th grade Orientation Night on Monday, April 20th.  Information 

will be presented about the sixth grade curriculum, as well as sports/club opportunities and general infor-

mation regarding Evans.  All of our 5th grade students and parents are invited to attend. 

On Monday, April 27th, our 5th grade students will visit Evans.  They will also meet with the Evans guid-

ance counselors that morning to hear a little bit more about next year.  These experiences help prepare our 

5th graders for starting junior high in August. 

Start watching the Evans website now for more information regarding sports tryout dates, clubs, and other 

learning opportunities. You don’t want to miss out on your child’s favorite activities.   

Follow us on Instagram  

@benjaminbears 

Remember to send in 

your Bear-ly Used Spirit 

Wear for the PTO to 

share with others! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hh94b2BvFK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hh94b2BvFK4


 

Vocal Music Concerts & Chorus 2019-20 

As the weather continues to be colder, and we spend more time inside, it’s a prime time to spread illness. 

Preventing the Flu: Good Health Tips to Stop the Flu in its Tracks 

1. The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like covering your 
cough and washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses. 
2. When you are sick,  stay home from work, school, and errands. 
3. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing.  
4. Clean your hands- Washing your hands using soap and hot water  or hand sanitizer often will help protect you from 
spreading germs.  
5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 
6. Practice other good health habits -  Provide healthy balanced meals, take multivitamins, disinfect toys and hard sur-
faces in the home, encourage plenty of sleep, drink plenty of fluids, and encourage physical activity.  

Students who have had a fever of 100 degrees or above, vomiting, diarrhea, or a contagious rash/illness should not attend 
school. They should be free of illness or condition for 24 hours before returning to school. 

For further information on influenza type and seasonal illness please go to http://www.cdc.gov/flu/ 

Thank you for helping us keep children healthy at school!       Karen Reichard, BSN, RN       School Nurse - Benjamin 

Below are our performance 
dates for the upcoming 
school year:  

April 30: 

Kindergarten: 5:00pm 

First Grade: 6:00pm 

Chorus: 7:00pm  

We are very fortunate to be 
able to use the auditorium 
at Normal Community High 
School (3900 East Raab Rd. 
in Normal) for our concerts. 
Their space provides the 
ease of parking, comfortable 
seating where everyone can 
see their children, and a 
stage that fits all of our stu-
dents and has good acous-
tics.  
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Congratulations to our Ben-
jamin Young Authors final-
ists! 
 
Audrey Kirchner - You’re 
Nuts! 
Sarah Guo - Fall: A Collec-
tion of Poems 
Disha Rai - The Churning of 
the Ocean 
Ishaan Jha - On Repeat 
Aden Shah - The Doges 
 
These 5 students will have 

their books on 
display at the 

Normal Public Library during 
the month of April.  They will 
advance to the district level 
competition.  The winners of 
the district level competition 
will have their books move on 
to the State Conference. 
Thank you to all of our stu-
dents who submitted Young 
Authors books.  We are very 
proud of you!!  Continue to 
write! 

Young Authors 

Benjamin Scholarship - 2020 

We are excited to announce that this is the 

3rd year we will be giving away the Benjamin 

Scholarship to former students graduating in 

Spring 2020, to help them with their post-

high school plans. This is a $500 scholarship.  

If you have a senior, share this information 

with them.  The 2020 application is available 

on our website and in the guidance offices of 

the high schools in Bloomington/Normal.  

Applications are due Monday, March 9th. 

Save the Date 

March 16th ~ 6:00-7:30pm ~ Art 
Show 

April 3rd ~ 5:00-8:30pm ~ Carnival 

May 20th ~ 1:00-2:30pm ~ 5th 
Grade Recognition 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/


Unit 5 will implement 12 Late Start Wednesdays this year, which will have all 

students arriving one hour later than regular school start times.  Elementary 

schools will start at 8:45 A.M. on these days.  Transportation pick up times will 

run one hour later on these days than on regular days. 

 

The purpose of Late Starts is to allow Unit 5 staff members to meet for 90 

minutes of job embedded professional development and collaboration, which 

will improve classroom instruction, enhancing the learning opportunity for stu-

dents, despite the state’s financial crisis. Research supports ongoing, sus-

tained, results oriented collaboration. 

This common meeting time will allow teachers to: continue training in literacy 

practices and assessments, develop student achievement goals driven by data, 

collaborate in the development of instructional strategies, develop common 

course assessments, analyze assessment data to guide instruction, collaborate 

on differentiating instruction for students, and enhance classroom technology 

integration through training. 

November Late Starts: 11th 

 
Benjamin Elementary School 
6006 Ireland Grove Rd. 
Bloomington, IL 61705 

http://www.unit5.org/

Domain/9 

Mar. 4th  2:30-3:15pm - Student Council Meeting in the IMC 

  4:30-5:30pm - Chess 

Mar. 7th Benjamin Chess Tournament 

Mar. 9th 5:30pm - PTO Meeting in the IMC 

  Benjamin Scholarship Applications Due 

Mar. 9th-20th   5th Grade Science Assessment Window 

Mar. 10th 8:30am & 1:00pm - Kindergarten Pre-Registration 

Mar. 11th 8:45am - Late Start 

  2:30-3:15pm - Chorus/4:30-5:30pm - Chess 

Mar. 16th 6:00-7:30pm  - Art Show 

Mar. 18th 2:30-3:15pm - Chorus/4:30-5:30pm - Chess 

Mar. 19th Spring Pictures - *Be watching for the flyer to come home 

with more information! 

Mar. 20th Last Day Before Spring Break 

Mar. 23rd-27th Spring Break 

Mar. 30th School Resumes 

Mar. 31-Apr. 17  3rd-5th Grade IAR Testing Window 

Apr. 1st 4:30-5:30pm - Chess Party 

Benjamin Calendar 

Phone: 309-557-4410 
Attendance Ling: 309-557-4459 
Fax: 309-557-4511 

Benjamin Mission Statement 
The Benjamin Bear community will educate and 
empower all students to be proactive leaders. 

McLean County Unit 
District 5 

Late starts during the 2019-2020 school year 

 

PTO Updates 
 
Next PTO Meeting 
March 9, 5:30 pm in 
the IMC.  All parents 
and staff are welcome! 
  
  
Benjamin Carnival 
2020.  Planning is un-
derway for the 2020 
Carnival!  Save the 
Date ~ Friday, April 
3rd, from 5:00-8:30pm! 
The theme is Back 
Yard Barbeque! 

 



January GROWL Winners 

Congratulations to the following 

students who were our January 

GROWL winners:   

Ellie Chapman (3H), Ethan Vic-

tor (3E), Jabe Hagan (KV), 

Raniyah Luckett (KV), Maya 

Bill (KC), Rowan Mardis (KC), 

Emerson Kline (KF), Abhiraj 

Pathak (KF), Fathima Bajulul 

Hak (KHa), Suhurith Malladi 

(KHa), Samitha Aripirala (KHi), 

Lane Bradshaw (KHi), Bennett 

Parola (KV), Riley Rudicil (KV), 

Jeet Patel (1A), Sragvi Yelgam 

(1A), Darshan Ayyanar (1D), 

Mica Washko (1D), Tenly 

Gerike (1G), Nolan Reichert 

(1G), Lochlynn Howe (1K), No-

ah Reynolds (1K), Justin Har-

baugh (1S), Londyn Menken 

(1S), Natalie Hotchkiss (2Fi), 

Cohen Rogers (2Fi), Eli Morris 

(2Fo), Gabby Nsiangani (2Fo), 

Suhaan Sayyed (2G), Avery 

Tresslar (2G), Riley Doctora 

(2K), Rylan Parola (2K), 

Advaith Anand (3A), Milly 

Henderson (3A), Jocelyn Bird 

(3C), Aarav Singh (3C), Reece 

Convery (3E), Landon Trow-

itch (3E), Fernanda Hernandez 

(3H), Gabby Merilatt (3H), 

Peyton Friesen (4C), Riya Patel 

(4C), Alex Vissering (4Ma), 

Justis Walker (4Ma), Hana 

Blessing (4Mo), Landon 

Rustemeyer (4Mo), Lucia Jev-

ne-Reinhart (4S), Charlee 

Wood (4S), Grant Stevenson 

(5G), Vedant Thakur (5G), Ni-

kolina Garrett (5S), Caleb 

Rademacher (5S), Jaida Kumi-

Darfour (5W), and Carter 

Reiners (5W). 

How does a Benjamin Bear re-

ceive a GROWL?  GROWLS are 

earned by going above and be-

yond our expectations in the are-

as of respect, responsibility, or 

safety.  These are important be-

haviors that will allow them to 

become successful adults.   

Each month, two students from 

each class will be drawn from all 

of the GROWL winners from that 

month.  These students will be 

rewarded with a pizza luncheon 

with the principal.  They also re-

ceive a GROWL medal, as a spe-

cial gift.  We hope to recognize 

quality character in many of our 

students throughout the year.   

 

Benjamin’s Annual Art Show is  

Coming Soon!!! 

March 16th in the Benjamin 

Gym from 6:00-7:30pm 

Benjamin Chess Team 

Our Benjamin Chess Team continues to work hard and perform 

well at local chess tournaments!  We will be hosting the annual 

Benjamin Chess Tournament on Saturday, March 7, 2020.  

Please join us in cheering on our Benjamin Chess team! 


